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LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS 
 
RESOLUTION URGING THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE TO ADOPT INTO LAW 
LEGISLATION THAT WILL PROVIDE ANNUAL DEDICATED FUNDING IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $50 MILLION DOLLARS TO THE SOUTH FLORIDA REGIONAL 
TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY (SFRTA)   

 
Bruno A. Barreiro 

 
I. SUMMARY 
 
This Resolution urges the Florida Legislature to enact legislation that would provide a 
dedicated funding source, of  “at least” $50 million annually, to the South Florida 
Regional Transportation Authority (SFRTA). 
 
II. PRESENT SITUATION 
 
Currently, the SFRTA operates a commuter rail service from Magnolia Park, in Palm 
Beach County, to Miami International Airport in Miami-Dade County.  There are 18 
stops along the route. 
 
The SFRTA is in the final phase of completing construction on a “Double Tracking” 
project that would allow for 20 minute service in both North and Southbound routes.  In 
FY 2005-2006, the SFRTA received its final installment of an over $100 million grant 
from the Federal Government for this project. 
 
The SFRTA has been lobbying for a dedicated funding source for future expansion of the 
line North to Jupiter and along multiple routes into Miami-Dade County.   
 
Some of the future routes being discussed are: 
 Central Broward East-West Transit 
 Dolphin Expressway Extension 
 Florida East Coast Railroad Corridor 
 Jupiter Extension 
 Kendall Extension 
 Scripps Extension 
 
The SFRTA has been in negotiations with the Florida East Coast Railroad to discuss use 
of the right-of-way along an 80 mile portion of the railroads current line that runs along 
the eastern most portions of Palm Beach, Broward, and Miami-Dade Counties.  Some 
estimates for the land purchase alone of this corridor are in the area of $1 billion. 
 
The legislation that created the SFTRA outlined certain funding requirements of the three 
(3) counties represented by the SFRTA (Miami-Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach). 
 
These requirements were sought to help cover the annual deficit incurred by the SFRTA. 
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These funding amounts were broken into two parts: 
• Capital Funding - $2.67 million per county. 
• Operating Subsidy – “no less than” $1,565,000 per county. 

 
Below is a chart outlining Miami-Dade County’s recent contributions to the SFRTA: 
 

Fiscal Year Operating 
Subsidy Capital Contribution Total Contribution 

from County 
Amount Over 

State 
Requirement 

2003-2004 $1,980,000  $2,670,000  $4,650,000  $415,000  

2004-2005 $2,206,333  $2,670,000  $4,876,333  $641,333  

*2005-2006 $2,273,000  $2,670,000  $4,943,000  $699,000  

  Totals to Date $14,469,333  $1,755,748  

**2006-2007 $4,159,000  $2,670,000  $6,829,000  $2,594,000  

* Proposed in MDC Budget 
   

** Proposed in SFRTA Budget    
 
In recent years, the legislature has rebuked other attempts to establish a dedicated funding 
source for the SFRTA.  One of the most recent ideas was a $2.00 fee assessed on a 
vehicle license tag registration or renewal.   
 
However, the fees could only be implemented through a vote of each County’s 
Commission. 
 
The legislature has indicated, in the past, that legislation would not move forward with 
the $2 fee. 
 
Instead the legislators are discussed utilizing Local Option Gas Tax (LOGT) funds from 
each County to fund the Authority’s projects.  (This would affect the financing of our 
Peoples Transportation Plan (PTP). 
 
III. POLICY CHANGE AND IMPLICATION 
 
Without a dedicated funding source, the SFRTA would not be able to compete for 
Federal Matching Grants offered for expansion of transportation services. 
 
Concerns, however, have been raised that providing this funding source would enable the 
SFTRA to compete against each individual county for sought after Federal ‘New Starts 
Funding”. 
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IV. ECONOMIC IMPACT 
 
This urging alone would not have a direct fiscal impact on Miami-Dade County. 
 
Conceivably, if the SFRTA did receive a dedicated funding source, the Authority would 
not need the annual subsides currently required of the three counties. 
 
V. COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 
 
Some of the future routes proposed by the SFRTA, in Miami-Dade County, could replace 
routes identified in the PTP.  This could alleviate the need for the County to fund and 
manage the construction. 
 
However, requests for funding of these routes could compete directly with the County’s 
federal requests for other projects listed in the PTP. 
 
 
Attachment 1 : November 2004 article related to increased tag fee. 
 
Attachment 2:  February 2006 article related to Federal Funding for South Florida 

projects. 
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Attachment 1 

Sun Sentinel 

Higher tag fee may improve commuting 
 
November 7, 2004 
 
Would you be willing to pay up to $5 more when you renew your license tags to help 
commuters one day zip down Glades Road or Okeechobee Boulevard in an express bus 
or take Tri-Rail north to Jupiter? 
 
County commissioners from Palm Beach, Broward and Miami-Dade counties are 
planning to make the tag fee one of their legislative priorities for the 2005 session. 
 
They want to ask legislators to approve a $2 to $5 license tag fee that would be used to 
raise matching money to secure federal funding for regional transportation projects in 
South Florida. 
 
A $2 fee, for example, would raise about $8 million that would net about $56 million a 
year in federal money, county officials say. A $5 fee could raise up to $20 million to pay 
not only for transit improvements but also cover the three counties' annual cost to operate 
Tri-Rail.  
 
The three counties' annual share of those costs is expected to rise to $12 million when 
Tri-Rail doubles the number of weekday trains and provides service every 20 minutes at 
rush hour. 
 
A dedicated source of local funding is necessary to qualify for huge federal grants 
necessary to pay for a $7.4 billion expansion plan to expand bus and commuter rail 
service in the three counties. 
 
The South Florida Regional Transportation Authority already has said no to the idea of a 
tag fee, but might be willing to revisit its decision in light of the decision of the three 
county commissions. 
 
Interestingly, it was the three county commissions that balked at asking the Legislature 
for the tag fee earlier this year when the RTA's board of directors toyed with the idea. 
 
Local officials had wanted the tag fee when the RTA was created in 2003, but the anti-tax 
Legislature forced them to fund the RTA from existing revenue. 
 
Copyright © 2004, South Florida Sun-Sentinel  
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Attachment 2 

Sun Sentinel 

S. Florida gets little as Bush cuts domestic programs, boosts 
military spending 

Feb. 7, 2006 

WASHINGTON · While seeking a substantial $233 million for the Everglades, 
President Bush proposed an austere budget on Monday that would provide relatively 
little money for South Florida projects while urging Congress to scale back Medicare 
and a host of other domestic programs. 
 
The $2.77 trillion budget calls for cutting or eliminating 141 federal programs -- an 
attempt to control spending and cut the deficit in half. 
 
The budget, in effect the president's wish list, reflects Bush's priorities by proposing 
a big boost for defense and national security spending. Noticeably absent this year is 
the usual long list of earmarked local projects in Florida and other states. 
 
No funds were proposed for Tri-Rail this year, and future funding will be hard to get, 
predicted John Cline, Tri-Rail's lobbyist. The budget boosts light rail projects in Fort 
Lauderdale and Miami, but contains virtually nothing for Palm Beach County. 
 
"The president is primed to tighten up the budget, obviously," said U.S. Rep. Clay 
Shaw, R-Fort Lauderdale. "A lot of the little pet projects are going to have to wait or 
fall by the wayside." 
 
Congress could ignore the president's requests, but a mood of fiscal restraint has 
settled into the Capitol. "If we are serious about getting rid of earmarks, we may 
have to go through a few dry years to get our budget back in balance," Shaw said. 
 
Proposed changes to Medicare could affect more Floridians than any other part of the 
budget. Health care providers protested Bush's call to cut back on increases they 
would receive from Medicare and the federal-state Medicaid program. 
 
Bush proposed reducing Medicare spending by $36 billion over five years, mostly by 
trimming reimbursements to hospitals, home-health agencies and nursing homes. 
That's less than 1 percent of projected spending, but South Florida experts fear such 
a change would strain an already burdened system. 
 
"Many hospices are going under because they don't get enough reimbursement, and 
there's a growing need for hospices," said Jaime Estremera-Fitzgerald, chief 
operating officer for the Area Agency on Aging Palm Beach/Treasure Coast. "Cuts 
would reduce beds and put more elders on a waiting list. This is going to tighten the 
belt so much more it is going to hurt our elders." 
 
Area veterans also bristled about the president's proposal to charge higher medical 
fees from higher-income veterans without service-related injuries. The Veterans 
Administration's $8 prescription drug co-payment would jump to $15, and patients 
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would have to pay a $250-per-year enrollment fee for VA care. 
 
"That's a little exorbitant," said veteran Ray Croul of Boca Raton. "I only go there 
once or twice a year. If they were going to charge $250, it wouldn't be worth it for 
what I get. I certainly couldn't afford to go." 
 
Everglades restoration fared well amid the budget gloom. 
 
The massive re-plumbing project in a politically vital state -- which has become a 
national symbol of environmental preservation -- would get $233 million in the fiscal 
year that starts in October, about $12 million more than Congress approved for this 
year. 
 
That includes $48 million for a "modified water delivery project" to allow more water 
to flow under Tamiami Trail to nurture Everglades National Park. 
 
"I'm pretty optimistic," said April Gromnicki, assistant director of government 
relations for Audubon in Washington, who formerly headed its Florida office. "The 
recent past tells us Congress will defer to the president's recommendations on the 
Everglades. It's a lot of construction funding. Everybody is going to have to make the 
case on Capitol Hill and bring the funding home." 
 
Other winners in the budget were rail projects in South Florida: $1 million for a Fort 
Lauderdale downtown rail link, $2 million for a Miami streetcar project and $10 
million for extension of Miami-Dade County's Metrorail. 
 
Tri-Rail, a perennial item in past budgets, already has received its federal share of 
more than $100 million for a double-tracking project designed to create more 
frequent and reliable commuter-train service, said lobbyist Cline. 
 
That work is expected to be completed in the spring of 2007. 
 
Federal help for future projects, such as a Jupiter extension, will be harder to obtain 
because Uncle Sam now insists that transit systems come with a dedicated source of 
local funding, such as a sales tax. 
 
"They've gotten burned in other cities where financing was insufficient at the end of 
the day. They are very cautious now," Cline said. "It's a bad combination of 
insufficient revenue at the federal level and very high demand from all parts of the 
country." 
 
Staff Writer Bob LaMendola contributed to this report. 
 
William E. Gibson can be reached at wgibson@sun-sentinel.com or 202-824-8256 in 
Washington. 

Copyright © 2006, South Florida Sun-Sentinel  
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LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MANAGER AND THE COUNTY 
ATTORNEY TO EMPLOY APPRAISERS AND OBTAIN REQUIRED ENVIRONMENTAL 
AUDITS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE MIAMI INTERMODAL CENTER 
(MIC)/EARLINGTON HEIGHTS CONNECTOR, A 2.6 MILE METRORAIL CORRIDOR 
LINKING THE MIC TO THE EARLINGTON HEIGHTS METRORAIL STATION 
LOCATED AT STATE ROAD (SR) 112 AND NW 22 AVENUE  

 
Public Works Department 

 
I. SUMMARY 
 
This resolution seeks approval for the County Manager and the County Attorney to 
employ Appraisers and obtain required Environmental Audits associated with the 
MIC/Earlington Heights Metrorail Connector project. 
 
II. PRESENT SITUATION 
 
The MIC/Earlington Heights connector is a 2.6 mile Heavy Rail (Above Ground) 
corridor that will connect the current Metrorail to the Miami Intermodal Center, adjacent 
to Miami International Airport (MIA), and eventually to the East/West Transit Corridor.  
This corridor is expected to be completed in October 2009. 
 
On May 11, 2004, the BCC approved multiple ‘Blanket Contracts” for (MAI, ASA) 
certified property appraisers to perform appraisals on an as needed basis for Miami-Dade 
Transit. 
 
In March 2005, the Board of County Commissioners approved a contract with URS 
Southern Corp. (URS) as project manager through Final Design and completion of 
construction of the project.  This contract included development of the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS), Inspection and Engineering Services, as well as 
Construction Management.  The contract amount for these services was approximately 
$17.9 million. 
 
In May 2005, the Board of County Commissioners approved a Program Management 
Consultant (PMC) contract with Parsons, Brinkerhoff, Quade, & Douglas (PBQ&D) with 
a contract ceiling of $44 million.  (A list of the Sub Contractors associated with this 
contract is provided as Attachment 1) 
 
III. POLICY CHANGE AND IMPLICATION 
 
Contracting with companies to provide these services is consistent with county 
procedures. 
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IV. ECONOMIC IMPACT 
 
Although an exact quantifiable impact is not available, any funding would come from the 
overall funding for this project.   
 
The current estimate for this project is $340 million.(30% FDOT / 70% Local PTP) 
 
V. COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 
 
Although URS Corp. was contracted for Mostly Civil Engineering work, are there 
currently sub-contractors under the URS contract that should already be providing the 
services requested in this item? 
 
Should the PMC (Parsons Brinkehoff) be providing any of the services listed in this 
item? (SEE Attachment) 
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Attachment 1 
 

Superconsultant 
 
 
Parsons, Brinkerhoff, Douglas, & Quade  (Prime) 
 
 
Sub-Contractors: 
 
DMJM+Harris, Inc  
Post, Buckley, Schuh & Jernigan, Inc.  
Spillas Candela DMJM  
EAC Consulting  
A2 Group, Inc  
AECOM Consult, Inc.  
The Allen Group, LLC  
All State Engineering & Testing Consultants, Inc.  
Cardozo Engineering, Inc  
Carmen Morris & Associates, inc.  
HP Consultants, Inc.  
Nodarse & Associates, Inc.  
Phillips Consulting Group, Inc.  
Triangle Associates, Inc.  

 




